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House tour: Eva Chen's chayming

Connecticut country retreat

The algorthm doesn’t lie. Slowly but surely, the Explore grid on Eva Chen's Instagram fesd morphed from
shoes, bags, and beauty serums inte ceramics, mirrors, and house tours, Meanwhile, words like pating and
nivrmes like Poned MeCobd began to pepper her comversations and thoughts. All signs pointed to her ligest

project: the rengvation of a Connecticut country home for her young family.

For Chen, a born-and-raized New Yorker and sartorial superstar who now works as Instapram’s Divector of
Fashion and Shopping Partnerships, these newfound fivations marked an even larger shift. "1 grewup a
first-generation American in Greenwich ¥illage and didn’ know a landscape beyond Manhattan,” she
reflects. “To me, natare was Washington Square Park.” A weekend at Troutbeck hotel with her hushand,

Tom Bannister, an advertising creative director, introduced her to the low-key delights of that sylvan stretch
where upstate New York meets Litchfield County. Suddenly the consummate city girl had her sights set on
the simple life.

Do came aowall, opening up the lnving room to allow for several seating areas, with ample space for Ben
and Tao to build forts while mom and dad. both avid readers, bury their noses in books. In the kitchen, the
remaoval of parfitions ylelded an equally multipurpose space, with a dining ares, ficeplace, window seat, and
new beadboard walls that zatisfied Chen's call for coziness, And the conversion of the attached garage into a
bedroom anticipated visits from her parents, now regular guests, Throughout the home, meanwhile,

Hemdricks Churchil] updated wandows, details, and finishes for optimal Light and sisual cobesion.
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“Our goal was not to reinvent the house but to make it work better,” notes Churchill, Adds Hendricks: “It all
Juat gort of flows"” She alwo worked hand in hand with the couple to Turnksh the rooms, palling togetler
sturdy, stylish pieces that could withstand the rhythims of their rowdy brood, Some come from showrooms
Chen has long admived, places like Plain English, ABC Carpel & Home, and Appacaies, O0hers were sourced
at estate sales or Reservaoir, Hendricks Churchill's own trove of antique freasures. And many were online
discoveries, from arbworks seen on Tappan Collective Lo vintage nds on Elsy and 1= Dibs, “Tve always boved
the thrill of the hunt,” Chen notes.

Since the family moved into the home in the summer of 2020, the slog of urban parenting have given way to
lenig, happy country days, as Ren and Tao splash around the pond and survey the groumds, looking for
newts, dragonflies, peese, turtles, and bunnes. "Losing strocture has been the greatest gift,” says Chen. "1
never thought 1I°d be that person in gardening clogs.”
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“We fell in love with the quietness and with the landscape, which was wild and not groomesd to perfection,”
she says, adding that, with two voung kids, Ben and Tao, “we needed a hreak from the weekend birthday-
party, plavground, park-sprinkler grind.” {The couple recently welcomed their third, River.) After a search
that Chen, also a celebrated children's-book anthor, likens to the story of Goldilocks, they fell in love with a
contemporary Cape Cod house on nearly 10 untamed acres of land. “Some homes were too big, some were
too small, but this one felt immediately right,” she recalls of its 2 800 square feet. “The bones were good.

The enerpy was good. [ could tell another faimily had been happy here”

At the recommendation of their real-estate agent and friends, the couple enlisted the Connecticnt-based
design firm Hendricks Churchill to update the home. *1 intreduced myself over DM, my primary form of
communbcation,” Chen jokes, “Hebde [Hendricks] and Rafe [Churchill] really understood how to unlock the

potential of the house, to make it warm and elegant and not too precious,”
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Interior Designers on the Most Iconic
Furniture of All Time

EY ELISE TAVLOR

Barcelona Chair by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

Sometimes, 3 piece of furnimre comes along and changes everything around us, If a
painting is meant to be looked ar and fashion meant to be worn, furniture is meant 1w
be lived in—slept in, worked in, sat in. It dictates how we interact with our
surrounding spaces, how we go about our every day. Fven during the most mundane
moments: George Melson's collection for Herman Miller, for example, created the

template for cubicles, now omnipresent in office buildings around America.

But whar are these pieces that have not only emered our homes bur our collective
consciousness? Vogue asked 22 interior designers and professionals wo find our, Their
answers ranged from the simple farm table to Gaetano Pesce’s Space Age-esque Up
chair. Some of them are akin o priceless works of are: Take Yves Klein's Table TKEB.
In 1961, Klein painted a canvas with Internatienal Klein Blue, a color he invented
himself. {The work now sits in MoMA.) Two years later, after the artist’s death, his

widow shepherded a coffee rable filled with the same ulramarine pigment to market,

based on the late artist’s protorype. Yer, unlike fine arg, design is a medium where
form almost always follows function: You can stll set your coffee mug upon a Table

IKB—althouph we'd recommend a coaster.

Below, a list of the most iconic furniture designs in history, as chosen by the experts.

The Mics van der Rohe Barcelona chair immediately comes to mind. Tts
streamlined form and durable materials are incredibly versatile and easily work
with s0 ma ny sr}'lcs, from tradinonal formal ANMGUES 10 CONTEMPOTAry furnimre
designs. The chair also ages beautifully over time and acquires a great patina on

its leather. —Heide Hendricks, Hendricks Churchill



