Hendricks Churchill

NEW OLD HousE

Caplain's Quarters

[nspired by antique scaside homes. the Connecticul design firm Hendricks Churchill worked
witl historical proportions and details (or a new housce on Long Island Sound. Cedar shingles
aid sone, wiiite-oak floors and paneled roons are rich in tradition.

By Nancy A. Ruhling

Pholographs by Amanda Kirkpatrick
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QUARTERS

Right The main house
and wing are lnosely
based oria 18th-
CERIUTY SBa Capiain's
hauss in Province-
towvm, Massschiesatts
Opposite The oemers
asked for skhybiue
part on exterar
daoors, a nod fo the

oceanside satting
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Hendricks Churchill

T ouTsine the village of Larchmont,
Mew York, on the water and by the yacht club, theres a new
house that looks as though ir's been making irself at hame
by the sea for maore than a century. Designed by Hendricks
Churchill of Sharon, Connecticur, it was inspired by the plain-
spoken, New England sea caprains’ houses of the 19th cenrury.

“After a decade of living there in an ourdated struemre, the
owner, 4 passionate sailor, wanted wo baild a house that evoled
the noswalgia of summers past, on Nanmucker and Cape Cod,”
says Rafe Churchill, 2 parmer and the creative director of the
firmn. “We srudied several sea capraing’ homes, bur we were
most inspired by one in Provincerown, Massachusers, which
I've long admired.”

Thar one remains the most rraditional home in is neighbaor-
hood, he says, adding dhar “most of the other houses have been
rehabbed and stripped of their historic devails.”

Although the lor on the Cedar Island Inler of Long Island
Sound is small, the owner wanted the new home to be about
5,000 square feer, the same as the one it would replace. Bur
“he asked us o reduce the foorprine,” Churchill says, “which
we accomplished by creating a vertical, four-story home, w
replace the two-level house thar was there.”
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Weith parnaled walls and
a traditonal mantal, the

prmeey bedroom suite.
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Righs The dining
racm: has French
doors, and & pare
aled trextrmant over
the: manted and m
the wainzoat.
Botrom Tha

brary, #= mill

weork pasmbed dark
geeen, has a cory
window seat, one
of the perivate spats
busil into the ingeriar.
Dapeaita The front
hall cpers ta the
dmning room and,
acroes from i, ta
the fiving racem.

Revised FEMA regulations put into place afrer Hurricane
Sandy, in 2012, complicated bur also drove the design.

“The elevarion of the basement Aoor had o be in-
ereased,” Churchill saya, “which meant thar the house was
pushed higher off the ground. The new main floor is ap-
proximately two feet above the original.”

‘s address the precipitous drop berween the main floor
and sea level, Hendricks Churchill created a stone-terraced
lawn, above which sits a stone patio in front of the howse.

“The design evokes the sea walls thar border the inler,
and harkens back o the stone quarry that once oceupied this
locadon,” Charchill says. *The stone walls also ser up a base
for brick fireplaces that bracker the main body of the house ™

Another conceit to break up the massing was the “addi-
tion” of a wing to house the primary suite on the first flooe.

“We wanted w el a story,” Chorchill says, explaining
thar the wing is designed o look like 3 larer addiron

Of prime importance was creating a structure thar would
be durable enough o withstand dhe harsh coastal climare of
the village some 18 miles northeast of Midwwn Manharan.

“We used the highest qualiry marerials,” Churchill says.
“I'he red-cedar shingles on the roof are thicker than usual,
the trim is one-and-a-half-inch-thick mahogany, and che
custom doors are rwo inches thick”
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Lafe Tha kitchen's
cantral island sarves
as a workiable.
Far hafr {tap) &
porthale windaw
inthe living room:
offers a water view.
{bottorny Stair rals
made of brass and
antigue rmahogany
evoke ships a8 ses.
Dppoaite Hand-
made files in the
backspiash fiank
the big farmiiouse
sink in the kitchen.

The basement, which has a garage and livable space, is en-
tered through a door in the errace’s stone work. This everyday
enmrance opens o 1 mudroom, and then woa hallway chat leads
1o a staircase, the back entrance o the kitchen.

The first-floor primary suite is connected 1o the living
room via 3 halbway thar can be closed off with a doar. Compact
cloaers and a dresser are built into the hallway. With nice warer
views, second-floor bedrooms are for family members. Guest
rooms in the attic have dormers thar provide dramaric views.

“Unlike a lor of warerfrant homes thar focus on one view,
this one is designed so thar reoms have different views,”
Churchill says. The simplicity of the exterior fagade is carried
over inside, where historical details lend authenricity. Elegant
bur unfussy paneling defines rooms; soapstone surrounds
fireplaces. Center-cut white-oak floaring, knotty and with ir-
regular grain, adds a chic understatement thart recalls the past.
Denails become more reserained at each floor, ransiioning
from public 1o private spaces.

Naurical motifs are subtle, part of the architecture. A pair
of porthale windows frames the front door. Two sers of brass
and mahogany srair eails are set into the sronework rervace that
leads to the front door. Exterior deors are painted sky blue.

The kirchen is the hub of the house, appointed with floor-
to-ceiling pantry cabinets, a central-island workrable, and a
backsplash of handmade tiles.

“Every house we design is specific to the owner, and has
quirky lirde details,” Churchill says. *This one certainly does
reflect the owner’s personalitg.” © FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 116.
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The sfrr.‘rpt'iri!_}-‘ l‘f{ the

architecture carries

t‘hmug.-"t inside. Historical

details are authentic
vet subtle, with a
restrained H'r?gﬂm'ﬁ'.
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NEW OLD HousE

Connecticut Country

Rate Clhurchill. 11.C. renovaltes an ouldated kitchen inn Salishury:

By Annabel Hsin
Photographs by John Gruen
July 2016

connecticut

COUNTRY

Rafe Churchill, LLC, renovates an outdated kitchen in Salisbury.

BY ANNABEL MSIN 1 PHOTOS BY JOHMN GRUEN
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Hendricks Churchill

At his client's housewarming party, Rafe Churchill connected with a couple in-
terested in several renovation projects for their own 1930s Cape Cod house in
Salisbury, Connecticut. As a third-generation master builder and well versed in
traditional residential architecture, Churchill is more than qualified for the job.

AR s R AR EERA SRR AR

His eponymous firm aspires to
create the “new ald house™ and has
developed a loyal client base over the
the couple worked mgether on creat-
ing a plan for new landscaping and an
ourdosr dining rerrace. [ chink what
they really wanted was a new kitchen,
bt instead settled for an outdoor area
serving the kitchen," says Churchill.
“Six months later, we starred work on
the kitchen.”

T‘hl:u:srmghbci'mm[nrtnf

i 19808 remcwation from 3 previous:
owner. The homes noteworthy details
inclade walls of 1° x 8" tongoe-and-
and beams in the opened living and
dining areas, and a large cased opening
to the kitchen. These charcteristics
#re what today’s homeowners search
for in 3 contemporary farmbouse.
Unformonacely, much of the charnm was
lost when coupled with dingy verra-
coua Boor tle and 3 kitchen poorly
equipped with failing appliances and
factory-bailt cabinets and finishes.

The current homeowners wanted
to retain the open floor plan while
respecting the integrity of the original
Cape Cod house thar once stood alone
on this secladed 40 acre bot. Their top
prisrity was an efbcient and Fancaonal
kinchen fit for a professional chef, as
the couple were onoce festanrant owners
and eontinee o enjoy hosting dinner
parties. “They had big plans for an
addition and major changes to the open
flowr plan,” says Churchill. “Instead,

T T R T T T T P T T T T T

my team suggested that the scale of the
kitchen was appropriate and another
addition may be the Lt thing this
house needed, After h.u]plngd::mmd
ize the swecess of the existing footprint
uv&mu:hnfdr:hywt,wcmduu:d:h:
seope of work to a simple renovation.”
First order of business was w
remove all existing appliances, cabi-
nets, and about 1,000 sq. fr. of remra-
entta tile thae ran from the kitchen
through the dining and living areas,
which ok ahour five days with small
jackhammers. Influenced by the Cape
S e
toe
lnau,:l’hluﬁ.m:h.rfuﬂnuk, and

cahinets painted with Farrow & Ball
“Green Blue™ MNo. 84 “to add a more
mtmpmurﬁdmth:m]lm
riog,™ saps Churchill.

Sitnating che 48" Wolf range
with complementing hood and an
equally sized glass door Sub-Zern
refrigerator inte the kicchen's narrow
footpring was a challenge, Churchill
moved the range to an exterior wall
so that it would be easier to vent the
hood; the fridge was placed on the
apposite wall for symmetry and an
improved workflow,

Simer the Linchen is located nex o
the panry, both Churchill and the cli-

ents dgreed to minimize the use of upper
cabinets to sccentuate the high ceilings.
The one concession was the upper cabi-

1

met next to the sink, which Churchill
designed so that it would appear more
like & piece of furniture rther than a
smndard hanging unit. For additional
storage, the maphe topped buicher-hiock
work island-—is shimmer

side and base cabinets on the other. An
the refrigerator on the other side of
the kitchen's cased opening adjnins the
brealdfast seating area thar overlooks the
wisaled kindscape.

At the clients' request, the team
redesigned the living reom fireplace
with a one surround—
not the finm' sual approsch but the
same Pietra Cardoss stone was used
for the kitchen countertop and hack-
To further unite the kitchen and the
open living aress, 5° rift and quarer
sawn white cak Booring was installed
throughowt, creanng 3 warm amsd invic-
ing atmasphere perfect for the ome-
owners' dinner gatherings.

“Of all our projects, this kitehen
seeims o generate tee sirongest re-
sponse,” says Churchill. “Trs simplicity
and contemporary color work well m-
gether evolang & nostalgic association
while appealing o a youthful interest
in & fresh modern layout.” s

Armabel Heiw i a freelamee wviner lving
£ New York.

For Resonrees, sve page T2,



Hendricks Churchill

12



Hendricks Churchill

NEW OLD HOUSE

Detail Oriented

A Shingle-stvie house inn Sherborin. Massaclusetts exermnplities Rate Clhrchill's teel for
architectural complexily .

Seplember 2015
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