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A couple finds their second home

turns out to be a lifeline in challenging times.
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The double-hesght living room offers.
comfortable seating for the wiew:

Le Corbusier's iconic chaise in cowhide.,
an RH =ofa, and & bowcld-clad swivel chair,
alll 2iop a circa 1890 Serapi Heriz carpet:
from lran. FACING PAGE: Architect John
Allee replaced an intrusively curved
baluster originally on the mezzanine
ower the living room with a

simpler, leaner ane. A Barbara

‘Waughn phato from KMR

Arts in Washingtan

Depot hangs abowe

the freplace.
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t's becoming a commaon
pandemic story: urban
family renovates country
home as a getaway. Then
cities impose lockdowns
and decp soul-scarching leads
tor a lifestvle about-face. Country
house becomes full-time
residence and city apartment
becomes pied-a-terre.
“It was always going to be 3 home where
i Spent weekends and the bulk of our
summers,” gays the wife of the New York
City couple who purchased this late 19908
builder's home near Lakewille. As it neared

ABWE: The gray grout between Cie Tile's
Moroccan zellige backsplash, says designer Hede
Hendricis, mimics shadow lines. BELOW: The
eating nook in the kibchen features a cusiom oval
table and banguette and vintage chass acquered
from Hurter Bee in Millerbon, Mew York. PACEG
PABE: The dinimg room is built for entertaining
with an artique farm table, woven rush sids
chairs, a wing chamr i Sister Pansh fabric, and
1947 Paawo Tymell lighting ressued by GUBI.

completion in February of 2020, COVID-19
turned the world upside down. “The bovs
were nine and eleven, and they had been
'Pla:,ri:nﬁ hr.u.'lney up here on weekends since
they were five and seven. It's where their
social lives were” The choice was clear,

Architect John Allee recalls a
#.Bo0-square-foot main howse (there’s
algo a guest house oo the propesty) in fine
comdition. “But the owners needed better
finighes and bigger entertainment spaces,”™
he explaing.

Much could be achieved by opening
rooms up—eliminating the wall separating
kitchen ;u'uld.in'mﬁ EmOaTH, l\emm-i.rl.t; columns
that \'.isrn“:.- 5|.-gm.|.-nted the lir\.ri:'lg rowivrm, il
replacing and amplifying fenestration. An
Boo-square-foot addition also aceomme-
dated a new walk-out basement, 'p-c:-ul b,
and.tpj.mu FRL
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Color appears
mainly through rugs
and upholstery, in
shades that echo
the trees, havhelds,

stone outcroppings,
and skv outside the
windows.

Aesthetically, Allee bridged the cou-
ple's tastes. The husband is a modernist
whe prefers neutral palettes, while the
wiie hoves color and a softer vermacular
mexdernizm. “Balancing clean lines and
industrial touches with honest materials
like plaster, a reclaimed stone foor, and
hemlock wood ceilings.” explaing Allee,
“mesde the bouse feel purer.”

This approach also dovetailed Allee's
own modernist leanings with the more
rural farm aesthetic of builder Andy
Beler. “But Heide was the gloe,” says
the wife, speaking of designer Heide
Hendricks.

“Early on | realized it was going to
be: fun because there wasn't 2 color she
didn't bike,” recalls Hendricks, "even
orange and red, which ane usially at the
top of people's lists of colors not to use.”
The key was judiciously deploving thae
cobor aginst 2 mostly neutral palette, as
well as mixing furnishings that straddled
traditional and modern eras.

W favor authentic Anishes and
materials,” observes Hendricks of
choices like the mottled, chalky plaster
walls, unlzequered brass, boned stone,

Hendricks Churchill

i cne side of the surroom, a
Morcocan carpet grounds a 1930s
resd-and-rattan sofa and char
upholstered in a Sister Parish fern
patiern arcund a weathered Irish
pine bench found on the property.
FACENG PAGE: On the other side of
the sunmroom—formerly a screened
porch—a 1940s zofa in butterscotch
linen and chawrs from Made Goods
=it atop another Moroccan carpet.

and natural woods. "Whatever makes
the interiors look warm and tactile and
responsive to the view. I'd rather not see
something faux distressed. [ prefer to
let it get there over time.”

Color appears mainly through rags
and upholstery, in shades that echo the
trees, hayfelds, stone outeroppings,
and sky outside the windows. Furnish-
ings typify the modern-traditional mix
for which the firm is known. The dining
room, sy Hendricks, *blends the
humble simplicity of a farm table with
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ABDVE: Hans Wegner sewing tables bearng Siman
_ Pearce lamps flank the custom primary bed by
ABCHETECTARE: Shudioilse. The ceiling here, as throughout the

Jdcain Alles, Alles

howss, is nabural kesmdock. LEFT: In the powder room,
Mychitecture + Design

Allee used shiplap sading, which Hendricks pamred

INTERIOR DESIGH: with a floor of green encavstic 1ile. FACE PAGE:
Heids Hendricks, O the exterion, under the standng-seam metal roof,
Herdricks Churchill Allee altermaied areas of western red cedar shakes
BUILDER: with tem-mnch shiplap board. He also increased the
Andy Belter, Belber size and number of windows to take advantage of
Builders - rolling farmiand surrourding the house.
LAMDSCAPE DESIGN: ]

Judy Murphy, Oid Farm

Nursery

modern lighting by Pamvo Tynell”
The primary bedrooen, she says, is a
nod 1o early American Windsor furni-
ture, but made moderm with an extra-
high hesdboard " These she paired
with Hang Wegner sewing tables that
double as nightstands.

The comfort and approachability
of the aesthetic provided crucial
grounding during = difhicul time.

“It wass this home they christened
dr.lri.ng COVID and couldn® imagine
leaving,” says Hendricks. Who could
bllame them?

EDITOR'S NOTE: For detaifs. e Resources.
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“Balancing clean lines and industrial touches with
honest materials like plaster, a reclaimed stone floor, and
hemlock wood ceilings made the house feel purer.”

—ARCHITECT fOHN ALLEE
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Goin” Up The Country

Special Focus: Kitclien & Batl Desigr

Photographs by Amanda Kirkpatrick
July 2018
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SPECIAL FOCU
Kitchen & Bath
Design

CREDITS
Archivectarsl and intarice duign:
R Churchill and s Hir
Manduicks (herchil Houses K Interio
mierier deakge: Kathyn Fagia, £ Desigra
Duiider: AL Tome Construction
Pharisgraply: Amascs Kirkpatricy

188 New gl lorss Conavtng | Sorerser 1S

GOIN' UP
THE COUNTRY

Axchitects frequestly speak of “vobume,”
bt when six-foot-five Rafe Churchill
wtepped into the kitchern of his clionts
anthque cape, the need for meee beid.
room took cm & personad dimension.
Diropping the Scor eight inches (thers
were already several level chazges in the
oftpermind
of the kitches's low cotling; am
oo space, Charchill pushed o wall cus
sin feet bo seenmusedate 4 hank of win-
dows and & row of scapstone-topped base
cabizets. The remadeled ki

s sbrind the el
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walnut-topped island, and simple baasd
backsplash are signatures of Churchill's
suphisticated farmbouse style. In this
peujest, he enllabosatid with budldes R.C.

“Tarre, who handled the shape-shifting.

and interior designer Kathryn Fagin, who
wrighed in an the kitchen's smted palette
and helped guide the cHemts® Ingut. “They
didest wank to get too fay awey from that
farmhouse feel” she explains, bt at the
same time were Jookizg to introduce a
i, sl laverr,
sou-shade pendants by Musto
that hang aver the {sland wese foand by
the ellent, whose entiveskisns nade the
pruject all the more satisfring. “It's nice
to design a really going

stane sink, unlacquered brass handware,

1o g in ased Bove,” Fagin says.
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Homing Instinct

When intuition wins oul over the well-laid plan. the resull. as one Salishurv couple can altlest.
is a dwelling that proves the heart can be wiser than the mind.
By Maria LaPiana

Photographs by John Gruen
January 2017

New England

. Connecticut

Celebrating Fine Design, Architrcﬁ'ﬁ.-and Building

)
R S

Easypolng|

Living beautifully at t

| intersection of comfort and chis | N\ v

]
Ll

12



Hendricks Churchill

INSTINCT

‘When intuition wins out merﬂh-dl—lald plan,
the result, as one Salisbury cotiple ¢am attest, is a dwelling
that proves the heart can be wiser than the mind.

TENT BY MARIA LAPIAI
TOGRAPHY BY JOHN GRUEN
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" i — 1o home the archibes:
fural detalls of the space. An antique chandeller
ilkanates & virtage table sumcunded by not-autts-
4 matching cham, ihll- The dining reom's. ghbey
I e e eyt
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s the couple contemplated a “They did lowe the home's trapgings. It sts on theee and thind generation master builder know in the
move to the country from New  and a half acres (heaven to the wife, an avid gar- Litchfield area for his traditional house designs and
derier) with 4 veriersble, old barn (intriguing to the the Farrahouse sin :
Conpectiout was noteven ana  busband), within walking distance to the quintes- af bt wark. He gave the pragpective hemeownere

long list. And this house, well it sentially charming town of Salisbury (a joy to all) a slew of good ideas—but mostly, confidence. “The

couldn't have been more wrong.  But the house needed a major renovation to suit biggest challenge was converting the bouse fram
For starters, themeseideasf the family's needs. It had been divided into 3 two-  two-Eamily back to a single fammily, fig
rencvating —eversa litle—was  farmily bome pears age; the cwner lived n ane side haw to conneet the twa sections of the house,” says
flat out of the question. And with young chil-  while the ather side had been the site of “at I Chuschill “It wasn't a gat, exactly, but it was a pretty
dren, a move in-ready house made mare sense. DY projects.” says the wife. “We dids tharough renovation. W eliminated a few walls,
And yet, although it went againet all cur plans”  what we'd de, but we kv we had to put the house apened others up a bit, but mast of the woek was
says the wie, the decision to buy a neglected 1840z back to how it ariginally was. We wanted to turn done ta the kitchen and bathmems
farmhouse in a place they'd never been just felt e back the clock” They actually took aut same of the bashs. “We're
the thing to do. ‘They were referred to Rafe Churchill, an architect from England,” the wife explains, “and we've never
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“IT'S A WELL-LIVED-IN HOUSE. WE WANTED
IT TO BE OLD AND AUTHENTIC AND DIDN'T WANT
TO IMPOSE OUR WILL ON IT,” SAYS THE WIEE.
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