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When a New York City artist and her family
stumbled upon a 2zooyear-old farmhowse in Sharon,
Connecticut, their real estate agent wamed
them to steer clear of the timeworn (bo put it mildly)
property. But intrigued by its solid bones and original
details, they lunched into a gut reno to preserve
the place’s character and forge something entirely
new: a cool, comfortable retreat,
PHOTOGRABHS BY CHRIS MOTTALINI | TEXT BY RIMA SUOI
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Priority Seating
Above, left The Ectoms lsungs in
thair bockyard on mokogany
Adirandoch chairs hand crafted
by thair besilcher, Sth Churchill,
wiha alss mads the tabla s the
dining reom [phovel. Lait in
thi kit hesn, stools by Erlo Buck
puill up o the cownber, which
is B fram obowe by Warksiead
ware pointed in Farrow & Ball
Furbock Stone; the slomd isell (s
adorker shade: Farrow & Ball
Mioe’s Breath. Says Rate Churchil,
“Wa wonted it ta atond cul as a
piece of furnifure on its own.”
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HE FIRST TiME Purdy Eaten visited Sharan, Con
necticut, she'd come foses a friend - on what turned
ot i be “a brutally cold February w

cend,” she savs. De
spite the weather, Purdy, an artist whose waork is shown in
galleries across the country, was smitten with the town of
abwut 2,700, sitnated just east of the New York border. To ber,
Sharon alfered “all the good things of a seall ww a—Iriesdly
people and access to RATUTE,” phas an easy cHEmENte from
New Yaork City, where she and her hashand, bsh, whis runs
an investment firm, live in a Tribeca apartment with their
chikdren, Sawyer, 14, and Huxley, 11, By the weekend's end,
shir"d decided 1o book 3 place in town fsr (e summer.

A Tew weeks into their remtal—an idvllic timwe the family
spenl swimming al Mudge Pond and hiking—she noticed
an intrbguing house for sale, An 1820 center-hall Colomnial,

ames with several outbulldings and 50 acres of land. The

catch? It had been vacant for years and fallen into such dis

repair that the real estabe agent was reluctant (o show it. The
basement was overrun with mold and puddles, a wall was
painted with 3 mural of what kel Bike ghosts, the br
work of the chimney s exterior was unstable, and 3 family

aif miee had maowed in amd gotten very comiortabde, “Inwould

b 2 really big project,” the agent said

What she didn’t know was that both Purdy and Josh had
grown up on farms--she in Indiana, he in Washington State
They were drawn o the stirring landscape, the howss's
beautiful floors and moldings, and the Gt that it was a
live -mirete drive 1o Uhe center of town. AS [ar as they wene
concerned, it would be an ideal second home where thelr
kids counbd ran frecly and evervone coubd anwind
he realtor insisted they meet with Rafe Churchill of

Hendricks Charchill, a local architecture-and -interior-design
firm, before making an offer. She kiew be could ideatify anv
dizal-breakers—Iw had experience working on old homes,
often with his brother Seth, who owne & castom balkling com
pany; and his wile, Helde Hemdricks, wiso does the interiors

Seging past the wear and tear, the team emvbarked on 2
tap-toe-bottam renpvatkon, pulling off the ornate shutters,
rebailding the chimpey, raising the kiichen ceiling, and add
ing a side entrance and interior French disors. Despite the fact
that almost every change requined approval from Uhe liscal
histaric commission. Use job took less tham 4 vear.

[ theat time, Purdy savs, “Rafe created a home for today
without destroving its original character.” She did the same
inzide, merging inherited pisces with finds from Etzy, Bay,
and antiques shops, and making life easier with up-to-dale
kitchen appliances. All along, she says, her family felt obliged
1o “homor the history of the house, while we leave our little
mark.” In return, the bome shaped her, inspiring pieces about

“the inferaction betwesn limans and nature, the idea of stop
g bor Gk km the emvinonment. That™s what this hotse has
ghvenus,” she savs, “Anexpanded moment in a shiver of time.”
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Instagram’'s Eva Chen Shares the High-Impact
Design Decisions That Made Her Family's
Connecticut Cottage a Home

The social media expert and children’s hook author worked with multidisciplinary design
tirmm Hendricks Churchill to hring the space (o lite — reading nooks. oversized art. show-
stopping wallpaper. and all.

By Sarah Schreiber
Photographs by Chris Mollalini
October 20, 2021
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For Instagram's Eva Chen. Director of Fashion and Shopping Partnerships. stvle makes more
sense whenit's hanging in a closet—the vastworld of interior design is more of a mystery. "l feel
generally confidentwith stvle and fashion. I feel indecision less when buyving clothes.” she savs.
"Ithink a lotof people are this way. but I feel less confidentwhen it comes to interiors. The scale.
the height. the cost-—every decision matters."

The first decision came casy: When she and her husband. Tom Bannister. set off into the
undulating hills of Connecticut's Litchfield County to find their voung family a home away from
the bustle of her native New York City. they stumbled upon a miniature United Kingdom
(Bannister hails from there). "It reminded Tom of England in many wavs.” explains Chen. "When
vou go o England and vou go to the countryside. vou see these rolling fields of green. IU's a
different shade of green. it's more verdant —like Kelly green— but you just feel really at peace.”
When they arrived at the property in question. a Cape Cod house nestled inside a bucolic vard.
thev discovered dragonflies buzzing across a pond (pun notintended): Chen felt the space inside
her brain expand. "I could see mysell being cozy there and. in theory. sitting by the
fireplace inside.” savs Chen. "while in action. stopping children from running 72to the fireplace.”

[t feltlike home. but Chen knew she'd need help to make it so. Upon the recommendation of their
real estate agent. they began to work with Heide Hendricks and Rafe Churchill, the hushand-
and-wife team behind Hendricks Churchill. a firm that specializes in restoration. "They are
intellectuals and walking design historians.” Chen says. noting that she knew she could trust
them not to create a "display house” (she wanted a space that could roll with the punches).
Churchill and Hendricks identified the pain points quickly. "T'he house was built in the '80s and
it had good bones." says Hendricks. "but a few of the spaces were challenging—they weren't
ideal for a voung family. |Chen and Bannister| needed spaces where evervone could be within
their sight-lines—vou're still in the kitchen. but vou can see the Kids in the living room. and so
on."

Together. the team made a series of high-impact decisions that changed the flow, aesthetics,
and purpose of the Connecticut cottage. resulting in a space that holds Chen and Bannister's
multigenerational family (her parents visit and stay regularly) with case. Below. Chen and
Hendricks walk us through the top-level choices that made this house in the hills a home.

Modifving Good Bones

The house was. for the most part. logistically relevant. savs Hendricks. "It had a great circular
floor plan-— vou walk in the front door. and if you turn right and Aeep turning, vou'll end up back
atthe front door—that we wanted to improve." (The updated floor plan. walls and all. says Chen.
is what she misses when she is at home in New York City, in an apartment with an open lavout.)
As for the other structural modifications? Hendricks and her team unified the interior's
architectural stvles to make the home feel of one voice: enlarged openings with restraint.


https://www.instagram.com/evachen212/?hl=en
https://www.marthastewart.com/1505907/home-design
https://www.marthastewart.com/905030/beautiful-fireplace-designs-inspire
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https://hendrickschurchill.com/
https://www.marthastewart.com/275585/home-renovation-dos-and-donts
https://www.marthastewart.com/2124036/home-renovations-improve-value
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keeping some on an intimate scale to ease transitions: and worked around budget tankers. like
the second story's wood floor (it couldn’t withstand a refurbishment. so they turned to a reviving
high-gloss paint. instead).

They also took down a wall separating a sunroom ("It occupied the best view of the house."
Hendricks explains) from the main living area. a major decision that now allows the family to
gather err masse."In fact. that's a perfect example of contemporary living for a multigenerational
family." continues Hendricks. "They can all hang out in this space: there are different sitting and
reading areas. IU's a living room in the truest sense of the word.”
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Experimenting with Pattern

Chen fought the dining room's Antoinette Poisson wallpaper—arguably the most visually
dynamic pattern in the cottage —on multiple occasions: Hendricks says she convinced her on
the third try. "lt was so different from my usual aesthetic, which is soft and gray.” explains Chen.
Hendricks knew that the print encapsulated the scheme of the house—her firm specializes in
"color and palette play"—and as the other rooms began to come together. Chen saw it. too. Now.
the wallpaper "exudes an Old-World feeling in that intimate setting and beckons vou inside.”
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savs Hendricks. noting that despite the dining area’s smaller size. its expanded openings ensure
the printis always in vour peripherv. wherever vou are on the first floor.

Hobbies First

For Chen. whois also a children's book author, and her clan. reading is the predominant pastime
ol choice. Carving out spaces (corners, window seats, hallways) to spend time with a good
hook was paramount during both the renovation and decorating processes. "Any time the kids
are quiel. I get suspicious—where are they?" laughs Chen. "On a good day. they are curled up
inone of these nooks reading.” The team prioritized placing these vignettes in virtually every
room. including the kitchen: they are filled with giant bean bags and pillows. covered in Kid-
resistant fabric. that feel like clouds (some were sourced from John Robshaw. a local who lives
afew towns over). Hendricks pushed for this— the plusher. the better. "Tasked Heidi. 'How many
pillows does one person need? I didn't get it then. but I do now. They make reading spaces so
much more enjovable." explains Chen.

Finishing Touches

Hendricks and Chen communicated mostly during the "witching hour:" they sent visuals.
patterns, and pieces via text and spent plenty of time talking through antique and art choices.
"We'd be on eBay or Elsy. or even on websiles looking for estate sales.” says Chen. noting she
still messages Hendricks about paintings. "l now realize how important it is to have art on the
walls. It sounds basic. but it doesreally make a home.” she continues. As for her favorile piece?
Aliving room-defining mural. sourced from Tappan Collective. that was a happy accident. "l[l's a
huge vellow piece it anchors the room." notes Chen. adding that she and Bannister, who
enjoved the art hunt, weren't truly aware of its scale before its arrival. "We had to reschedule
delivery three or four times because the truck it came on was so big. it couldn't fit down the
driveway." [t was worth it. though: "When I look at that piece now. il's something that really sets
the mood of the house.”

Needs to Serve

When making any home-related choice., Chen asked herself the question. "How do yvou warnt to
use vour time of?" and decided accordingly. These moments away are precious. she says. "We
knew we wanted to spend time as a family. We wanted quiet and the ability to be close to each
other.” she shares. This is also the high-impact tip she has for other prospective house buvers:
"Think about the needs that have to be served - and that's advice for not just the house hunting
process. but also for life. What do you need to restore vourself? Find out, and then do that.”
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This Eclectic Greenwich Village ApartmentIs a
Bibliophile's Dream-—It's Full of Reading Nooks

By Caillin Brown
Pholographs by Chris Mottalini
March 8.2021
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With New York Citv's storied Greenwich Village neighborhood as the backdrop. this family-
oriented apartment feels that much more like a treasure box. Designed by Heide Hendricks
ol Hendricks Churchill—who had previously worked with these clients to transform their LLong
Island beach house into a vear-round refuge — the space is. in some ways. a relic of the past. "Our
clients had already combined two apartments in their pre-war Greenwich Village building with
the help of architect Harry Gutfreund. but the space now needed a finished layer of furnishings
and color." Hendricks explains of the project.

She set her sights on creating a comfortable home dotted with reading nooks—a must for the
hook aficionados who live there. "Tloved how much the family reads. so the project was |[(ocused
on| creating spaces lo foster intellectual thought" Hendricks explains. The north-facing
apartmentwould never receive a ton natural light anvway-—a challenge that ultimately aided the
design. allowing the furnishings and lavout to revolve around "hunkering down™ in the cozy
space.

For these clients, cozy did not connote neutral: Take one quick peek inside their funky, modern
space and it is clear that they were not interested in an organic palette. Instead. Hendricks
introduced inspired colors throughout the interior. "The color palette of the home follows a
design convention of ours. You enter through a dark room and go into a larger. lighter room.
which makes vou feel like vou're coming out of a cocoon. she shares. "Following the
bohemian lounge-inspired entryway. the paints were scaled back to lighter tones in the living
and dining room. with the brightest room being the kitchen." she shares. Ahead. Hendricks walks
us through the completed space and offers a further glimpse into the design process.

Old Becomes New

The moody entryway. painted in Moles Breath by Farrow & Ball. reveals the client's antique
heirloom divans: she inherited the piece.which she reupholstered in a Donghia fabric. "The
compass chandelier by Apparatus Studio is a nice stylistic foil to the antique divan."” designer
Hendricks notes.

A Multi-Use Space

Anvone familiar with Manhattan real estate knows that square footage is the ultimate luxury, and
in this case, Hendricks and her clients made use of every inch. "The living room was large
enough-—for a New York City apartment—to become a versatile, multi-use space.” she savs.
"Knowing the couple works from home. I'wanted to give them a large library table. lounge area.
and library, anchored by a refreshed fireplace from Chesnev's." Hendricks explains.

Turkish Rug

The antique Turkish Berber rug was chosen with intention: its colors offset the deep jewel-tones
of the sectional and red leather chair. The expansive bookshelves also make a statement. "The
space is about fostering creativity—truly a respite for bibliophiles.” says Hendricks.
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Sophisticated Art

"It was a pleasure to work on this project because the clients have such wonderful taste. a love of
fine rugs, and a genuine global aesthetic based on extensive world travel.” divalges Hendricks.
"They have a sophisticated taste in contemporary art: their collection includes Elizabeth Peyton.
Sally Mann. Gregory Crewdson. Alec Soth. and Nick Cave.”

lLight-Reflecting Paint

"We used Farrow & Ball paint throughout because of their organic materials. The colors are
moody and responsive (o light conditions. They refract light in a way that's truly unique to the
brand." explains Hendricks. Here. the dining room feels neutral. but full of depth in Hardwick
White.

Books Evervwhere
Abuilt-in bookcase gives yet another nook a library vibe (note the steel reading lamp tucked onto
ashelf).

Steel-Framed Windows
Original steel-framed windows are one of the apartment's mostidentifiable features. They allow
the limited. but soft light to artfully stream across the interior.

A Kitchen Nook

Thanks to an airy coat of Farrow & Ball's Borrowed Light. the Kitchen is the brightest room of
them all. Keeping consistent with the theme of nooks and cozy corners. Hendricks warmed up
the heart of the home with plenty of greenery. vibrant textiles. and contemporary art.

Simple and Serene

The primary bedroom receives the mostamount of light throughout the day: sunbeams arc off of
the simple linens and streamlined furnishings. "I embraced its freshness by keeping it more
monochromatic and pared down." shares Hendricks.

[Limestone

On the opposite side of the bedroom. a stately mantel has major design impact. "The fireplace is
original limestone and is a luxurious detail we accentuated with a comfortable lounge chair.”
savs Hendricks.

A Space to Grow In
Hendricks selected the furnishing and décor for a voung girl's room with longevity in mind. "The
vintage daisy lamps from the 1970s are playful. but sophisticated enough for her to hold on to

"

through her teen vears. she shares. The rug is a Swedish vintage Kilim by Marta Maas
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Fjetterstrom, sourced from Istdibs, which plays perfectly with a custom pillow, covered
with Jennifer Shorto fabric.

Bold Color in the Bathroom
Abright wallpaper from Pierre Frey Toile packs a major punch in the bathroom.

!
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A New Connecticut Home with Serious Vintage
Charm

Baker and cookhook autlor Jessie Sheeharir's happy place is al the butcherblock island in her
volk-vellow kitchen. rolling out dough for ler signature biscuils aid pies. She inviles i1s into
lier Connecticut gelaway., where traditional details conie alive thanks to vibrant. Shaker-
inspired colors and modern arnernities that make it a weekernd retreat she and her tamilv
never waril lo leave.

By Elvse Moody

Photographs by Roland Bello
Oclober 31. 2018
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A NEW
CONNECTICUT
HOME WITH
SERIOUS
VINTAGE CHARM

The memory of a slamming screen door in Robert McCloskey's
classic children’s book "One Morning in Maine" guided Jessie and
Matt Sheehan in their search for a Connecticut escape. The full-time
Brooklynites wanted a rural-feeling spot where they could kick back
with their two sons on weekends and holidays, and do more of the
things they love: Jessie is a lawyer turned baker and author, most
recently of "The Vintage Baker" (Chronicle); Matt is an urban
farmer and environmental educator. Their fantasy was McCloskey's
simple cottage, with the sort of midcentury kitchen kids dash
through to grab a snack on their way to the next adventure.
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But they couldn't find the house they wanted, where they wanted it.
“The kinds of homes Matt and [ love are very old, but in a town like
Sharon, Connecticut, all the beautiful old homes are right on the
road,” says Jessie. So, working with Rafe Churchill and Heide
Hendricks, the husband-and-wife duo behind local design firm
Hendricks Churchill, they decided to start from scratch on a wide-
open plot that had been part of a dairy farm. The Sheehans spent
two vears camping there in an Airstream on the weekends, deciding
exactly where to build. Then they devised a plan for an updated,
evolved version of a historic house. The result has all the same
charm but is spacious, eco-smart, and close enough to town for a
milk or sugar run.

Just like Jessie's recipes, the place takes vintage ideas and runs with
them. The trim and doors are painted in traditional Shaker colors,
and the walls are covered in semipolished Venetian-style plaster.
Architectural salvage yards and antiques stores were their go-to
sources for fixtures and lighting, with a Flos pendant light in the
dining room as a rare exception. The result could pass for a 19th-
century gem till you notice the generous proportions of the rooms
and doorways, and all the sustainable features, from solar panels to
a rainwater cistern to a standalone Frigidaire freezer, where, in true
storybook fashion, Jessie stores surplus berries for the winter.
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