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['ve just ordered this retro window treatment for
my sunroomi-here’s how interior designers
convinced me chik blinds are back

Super versalile and a well-loved tool i an interior designers arsenal. chik blinds are having a
real moment. Here's why I sold on these sun-filtering blinds

By Charlotte Olby
Photographs by Chris Mottalini
July 2024
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You only have to take a quick scroll through the feeds of some of the most renowned interior
designers to find an array of woven or 'chik’ blinds hung at some of the most beautiful
windows.

Seemingly retro. these sheer window treatments are back on trend in a big way. and I'm
seriously on board. On a quest to find something whimsical and unimposing for the windows
and patio doors in my home. I stumbled upon chik blinds and it was pretty much love at first
sight.

Beloved by experts. and certainly piquing my interest. I reached out to the experts to further
understand their love for these organic blinds. Here's what they had to say.

'Chik" window blinds were originally invented in Northern India and are crafted (rom natural
malerials like bamboo. jute. rattan. or grasses. 1o bring an organic and timeless touch to
window dressing. Made up ol horizontal strips. they are a perfect summer window (reatment
idea as they still allow plenty of light to filter through.

Designed to shield vou from direct sunlight and keep the room cool. they create a dappled light
effect that dances across the room and often feature intricate latticework and a rope with
which to lower or tie them up.

Chik blinds add texture and warmth to a space. crealing a cozy vel sophisticated ambiance
that's hard to achieve with traditional and heavier window treatments.

Bevond aesthetics. chik blinds offer practical benefits that make them a popular choice among
designers. They provide excellent light control without being overbearing. making them ideal
for creating a cozy environmernt.

Heide Hendricks and Rafe Churchill of Hendricks Churchill. an architecture and interior
design studio. are huge fans of chik blinds both personally and for their clients.
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"This photograph |seen above| was taken at our family home. Ellsworth." they explain. 'Chik
blinds are an easy way o elevale a space by bringing in texture and warmth. The
handstitched lattice designs in cotton string paired with the natural bamboo act as a versatile
piece that can either play up or down the formality of a room.
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They are casy (o use and can be purchased at a fairly accessible cosl." Heide continues. 'Plus.
thev can also help scale down larger windows to creale a sense of intimacy that feels organic
Lo the space. In the case of Ellsworth. the chik blinds work to break up the linearity of the
Shaker kitchen cabinets while acting as a warm counterpoint to the veiny. white marble.'

"There is anirregularity to these blinds that gives them a sense of craft which compliments the
woodwork in the kitchen and surrounding pantry and mudroom. Practically. the blinds allow
the Kitchen to receive wonderftul muted light all day long.’

[l admit. I've never put too much thought into window treatments until I moved into my new
home. Previously. I've either lived in rentals or in our first house which had window shutters
evervwhere so I haven't really had to give them much consideration until now.

And while I'm of course very excited to choose curtain ideas for the bedrooms and am leaning
into the caf¢ curtain trend for my living room. at the back of my house we have a sun-drenched
sunroom with large windows and patio doors to dress. Which is how | came across chik blinds.

Adding texture and warmth to a window and still 'dressing it'. woven blinds feel like the perfect
blend of functionality mixed with a little whimsy. Blocking light isn't essential in my space (in
fact. itwould be detrimental) so I'm not phased by the amount of soft light that will be able to
shine through these sheer window treatments.

One of the main reasons designers love these blinds is their versatility. Complementing a
variety of interior design styles, the neutral tones and rustic texture make them feel casual yet
super design-led - whether vou're designing a bedroom. kitchen. or living room.

With their combination of stvle. versatility. and eco-friendliness. it’s no wonder that chik blinds
have become a staple in interior designers' toolkits. Personally. I've just placed a big order on
Etsy to deck out my sunroom and am considering adding more to my Kitchen too. I love that
they feel special and give a sense of pattern without heavy fabrics and motifs. and of course.
the dappled light effect. Would you consider chik blinds for vour home?
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Down to Earth

This riverside farmhouse in Connecticut is the epitonie of rural elegance and was (oo
beautitul for one higl-flvirig couple (o resist

By Juliet Benning
Photographs by Tim Lenz
Januarv 2021
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JANUARY 2021

NEWS & SHOPPING

OBJECTS OF DESIRE New design
must-haves, from lighting to furniture
NEWS Create your own modern table

design and discover a new collaboration
offering cheery dinnerware

PASSION FOR PATTERN Beautiful
botanical fabrics

BIG CATS Bring out your wild side
with animal print homeware

A FEAST FOR THE EYES Decorative
platters pretty enough to display or serve
TABLE MANNERS Fancy napkin rings
OPEN BAR A glamorous drinks trolley
is your perfect party partner

RAISE A GLASS Colourful and striking
wine and champagne glasses
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A PIECE OF HISTORY Michael Bruno,
founder of 15t Dibs, has set up home in

# beautiful old mansion in New York's
famed Tuxedo Park, built in 1901
SEASONAL STYLE SECRETS Ten
fabulous Chnstmas decorating tricks
CURVE APPEAL Elegantly rounded
forms bring softness and sophistication
to this London property

ALL THINGS BRIGHT Interior designer
Kate Guinness” family home layers vibrant
patterns and historical colours

DOWN TO EARTH A shared lifetime of
belongings have been beautifully curated
in this Connecticut farmhouse
ENLIGHTENED THINKING An
outdated Victorian townhouse has been
injected with a touch of bright LA style
GRACEFUL & REFLECTIVE Take

in the beauty of Chippenham Park’s
elegant frosted landscape

WINTER'S ROSES We hone in on
winter-flowering hellebores
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DOWN TO
EARTH

This riverside farmhouse in Connecticut is
the epitome of rural elegance and was too
beautiful for one high-flying couple to resist
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MUDROOM

The steplen cladding
strikes 8 braditionsl
el FUSTc Moo

Naro River: slate Moo
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Hiride Hendricks of interioe design firm Hendricks
Churchill wes a docision that sparked an

e sme dows, 1 sy Kathers

MeConnuughey explains from her
Cunnecticut hame. A few yeams since retiriag from
4 33-yoar carver as & flight attendant, both she
and her husband David the CEO of & media flem,
have finally put down meco permanent roots. Tve
planted sy grestgrasdens irises and o Bae that
was given to me when my dad passed awux. These
wre plants that have lbways moved with me and
mow wo'ne bere, we'ne never leaving!
The couple, who bave Tived In Manhsttan sece
Sorever’ and radand their daughter Carcline there,
dovered the appedl of the region on visits to
friends, “We wantod to simplify, It incradile how
poople ve cut Bere. They're so lnto the sutdoces and
rowing orgenically’ Kathec a “This is ant
area really devoted to conservation and preservation.
Their origmal jroperty was a mid-century om
Boene that, no matter how they tried, they jost
contledn't oot t wait their lifstyle. ‘After three yoary
we put it on the market and & sold in three days”
Katherine says, While David wis eager 1o build
froon scrasch, Katherine was Joss d and

y ynhaumicity. T was asteniahing
how many of Katherine's images were on my own
perscnal agientinn boands. We wire sligned in
our vision of what we wore attracted to, Heide
explaine. ‘I'¢ never hined u docorstor befoer, hut
this was our forever home, so we wanted to got it
right ! hoew that Hesde would give the lnterice
a unique sory, Katherioe adds.

Thie heouse husd been renovated a few years pelos,
Trat the couple docided to create 2 now emtryway
and, with the river cerving around the house, saake
more uf & festure of the old sorvened o porch as
well as creating pleaty of book storage. One of
Haide's trimmphs was the sverhasl of the basesent.
“The bower level was nonvesistent. Devid’s offlee
o there had a dirt oo, We thoaght we worsld
never use It but now, with a bar and mug where
v watch TV, ith & new portion of the bouse that’s
perfect for entertalning’ Helde imstinet for pale
and nussced paint coloses contributed to the
period tone, with the high-gloss ceiling of the
Tuserment reflecting the light and bringing
from the water,

Bl wlic meok Been in a certain plate o 2 certain
time thimgs may have turoed out very diferently.
I was diivinng down this rasd and 1 literally saw
the agent pet the Yor sale’ sign vat for a 19208-crn
siverside furmhouse. A few days later we viewad
! While Katherine was enchanted, David was
moee lmperssed with the hoee's natural
werrvundingy, the wildlife and the oppertunity to
S, "When be Sound out & pelr of Asserican bald
wagles mised their eaglots hore yearly, the home
became dmposaible t redst) Katherine lasghs.
Soon after, the couple moved in snd bogan
configuring the house foe thelr ifestyle, Hirlog

11

Heide wis gives sbeict Snwtructions not 1o obetruct
the windows. ‘I was very aware that the interier
must ot spetage the view! she explass. Katherine
and Durid are big nature Jovers, so bringing in jute,
corwhiide and raw lines wies right up their alley. But
1 s kved placing all their belungiogs, collected
over the yours) she adds “Helde bas joined both of
s identitios »o bewutifully, Katherion ovockedes.
“There's su much of our shared family histoey hese
'vo nuver felt hagrpier or mom st oo 81

® Intorior design by Heide Hendricks,
hendricksebnurchill som
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ENTRANCE MUDROOM
The Perséian rug brings a Bultt-in cabinatry
DAY
Sideboard. sorce sl outdoor equipment.
on iatita. Octagons! Catary ight Crea
mieror, AT Facts. Soarce Lghticg Walls in Purteck
2 Fersan rug at fugs of Store. Forrow & Bl
womeor Wal lights,
Cleea Lighting oFrIct
This space was once &
basement with a dirt
floor, now It has areas for
work and contemplation.
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