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The Stylish Litchfield County Home of Instagram’s 
Eva Chen 

The fashion guru's country home gets a pared-down, classic look. 

By Alexa Stevenson 
Photographs by Chris Mottalini 

October 24, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cottagesgardens.com/author/alexa-stevenson/
https://www.cottagesgardens.com/author/chrismottalini/


Hendricks Churchill 

2 
 

“She loved the vibe of it,” says designer Heide Hendricks of the Litchfield County house client Eva 
Chen found in the perfect spot for her country home. By chance, Chen, Instagram’s director of 
fashion and shopping partnerships (and former Lucky and Teen Vogue editor in chief), looked 
at Hendrick’s farmhouse that was on the market and, while the house was perfect, the location 
was not as secluded as Chen wanted. So, while a real estate transaction between the two didn’t 
follow, a partnership did when Chen decided on a 1929 farmhouse with iconic New England 
vernacular still intact and an ideal setting. “She loved the house, but it needed a singular 
architectural direction,” says Hendricks. “We just know how to go into an older house and peel 
away the modifications, so it looks like one style.” 

The inside was inconsistent in tone from room to room and would not accommodate the way 
Chen and her family live. “She wanted us to take the footprint and give it an open flow, but with 
segmented spaces where you could be alone with a book or an area where it fostered more of a 
gathering. It’s not a huge house. We wanted to help her create multi-use spaces without making 
it a big open loft,” says Hendricks. The designer and her team took down a wall to create a large 
living space on one side of the house, while the other side focused on segmented space. A garage 
was converted to a grandparents’ suite, the kitchen and bathrooms were renovated, floors 
refinished, and every surface painted. 

https://hendrickschurchill.com/
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Chen looked to Hendricks to guide her on the interior selections. “She describes herself as not at 
all an interior person, but is an aesthete,” says Hendricks. “We helped her figure out that she 
gravitates toward the midcentury. Her interiors are similar to how she dresses: pared down, 
minimal and classic, but not opposed to pops of color or pattern used sparingly.” 

The living room was arranged with multi-seating areas: with places to read and places to 
socialize. For the spaces the kids gravitate toward, Hendricks used materials that could take a 
beating. A Perennials indoor/ outdoor fabric covers a pair of tub chairs, and on a curved back 
sofa from Lawson-Fenning, is a durable tight weave from Romo. A window seat and a reading 
corner are also covered in indoor/ outdoor fabrics. Unifying the room is a large jute rug layered 
with an antique rug. “We kept the palette pretty subdued with very little pattern and soft colors. I 
love pattern but with Eva’s comfort zone, she gravitates more towards soft, quiet colors,” says 
Hendricks. 

Hendricks pushed Chen out of her comfort zone in the dining room covered in a vibrant French 
paper. “Eva was reluctant to have a rich ornate pattern. We showed her that it flows so nicely with 
the rest of the house because every color in the house is in the wallpaper,” says Hendricks. She 
adds, “It’s almost like a vibrant, interesting coat liner—you don’t see it all the time but when you 
do, it feels special.” A leather-wrapped light fixture hanging above the table is striking but 
uncomplicated, allowing the wallpaper to have its moment. 

Hendricks reined in the pattern and upped the functionality in the kitchen, which was once a 
galley. “We took down a wall to make a large space and changed the look of the fireplace to 
something more minimal. We added blue kitchen cabinets and a worktable instead of an 
island—they didn’t want to encourage eating at the island! It needed to be a dedicated worktable, 
and it seemed more appropriate here. It feels like it [the house] has been set up with solid bones 
and structure so you can throw life at it,” says Hendricks. “We gave her the type of decor that will 
look better as you live in it.” 

The print version of this article appears with the headline: House of Style. 
 
This article appears in the November 2022 issue of CTC&G (Connecticut Cottages & Gardens). 
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Summer’s Easy Living: Forming a Narrative 
Interior Designer Heide Hendricks Composes a Home Wrapped in an Ode to Nature 

By David Masello 
Photographs by Tim Lenz 

July-August 2021 
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Meet the Designer: Heide Hendricks 
Uncover Heidi Hendricks' authentic design style. 

By Sharon King Hoge 
Photographs by Hollis Churchill, Amanda Kirkpatrick 

November 20, 2020 
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Heide Hendricks and her architect/third-generation builder husband, Rafe Churchill, adopted a 
hobby of buying and fixing up inexpensive properties, which in turn attracted potential 
clients. Now merged, Hendricks Churchill occupies an office on the green in Sharon, 
Connecticut, a renovated Greek Revival that houses the staff along with Reservoir, a warehouse 
and gallery space, featuring Hendricks’ sourced and edited collection of heirloom rugs, 
contemporary art, furniture and textiles. 

You and Rafe both grew up in Woodbury. What coincidence brought you together? 

We probably lived just a few miles apart, but we went to school and college without knowing 
each other. One day, home for the summer, I was helping out at my father’s sign company, 
sanding and painting, and Rafe happened to come by to visit a friend. We hit it off and became 
good friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What is it like to be partners at work? 

We work so well together because there are distinct lines between our work. He doesn’t really 
care about furnishings, textiles, rugs; and I don’t walk in and say this trim is wrong, what were 
you thinking? We overlap in finishes, tiles, lighting fixtures—we have a yin yang thing going on. 
Our aesthetics were aligned from the first, and we continue to evolve together. 

https://hendrickschurchill.com/
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You started doing renovations as a hobby—what draws you to a house? 

There has to be an authenticity. You want to walk in and feel there’s a history there—charming 
details we can embellish, as if it had been lovingly cared for over the years. 

How do you give a sense of history to new construction? 

You stay true to the traditional, but the rooms are larger and the ceilings are higher. The trim 
details look as if they were carefully considered by a carpenter, not just stock moldings off the 
shelves. 

Why do you introduce colorful trim into rooms with traditional white plaster walls? 

It’s a great opportunity to get color into a space in moderation. Also, it’s easy to change out the 
trim color rather than repaint the whole room. 

What’s the idea behind your Reservoir retail operation? 

I’m always out at flea markets, estate sales, looking at interesting, unusual, well-made items—
maybe some piece with great bones that needs the right fabric. I stockpile so it doesn’t end up in 
my own home; I love having an inventory. 

How do you divest yourself of an object you love? 

It’s an irony, but I’m not materialistic, not attached to things. I love beautiful things but don’t feel 
I have to own them. 

But there must be an object you’d hate to part with. 

A friend remarked she’s seen so many of our homes and some pieces never get cut. There’s a 
large slab table, very wabi-sabi, rustic and primitive, and its been our outdoor table for 20 years. 
I think I originally found it in the town dump. 

The print version of this article appears with the headline: Heide Hendricks. 
 
This article appears in the November 2020 issue of CTC&G (Connecticut Cottages & Gardens). 
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